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When you drive past the long stretch 
of shanties on Wadibunder Road, 
Mumbai, you begin to wonder if the 

essence of art really does linger close by.  Your 
GPS beeps just then, instructing you to take 
a left turn into a big iron gate. A watchman 
unquestioningly lets you in as you hoot an 
impatient honk. Yet, your doubt persists 
because heavy labour and heavy machinery 
is all you see around you. It seems like people 
know the purpose of your visit. A man waves at 
you to take a turn at the end of the sprawling 
compound. And just as you do, Space 118 
comes into view. 

In front of you are three occupied studios 
and to your left stands a cosy-looking cottage 
of sorts under a brick roof. This is Saloni 
Doshi’s office. It is cluttered with small sized 
sculptures and a neat stack of paintings 
against its walls. With an enthusiastic interest 
in art’s offerings, this thirty something 
collector revamped part of an industrial space 
for the purpose of studio residencies for 
artists – budding and bloomed. 

Like most spaces in 2009, it was 
inaugurated with the intention of focussing 
on artists with limited exposure to the 
creative realm’s ecosystem. Graduates and 
those from smaller towns deem it an honour 
to be accepted for a residency. Sometimes 
they need to pay a fee, and at other times 
it’s a barter of one of their creations. This 
structure works like a two-way support 
system. Residencies earn a collection, perhaps 
even monetary affiliations with a sponsorship 
programme; artists get a chance to showcase 
their work and interact with contemporaries 
from the industry. 

Take the age-old Garhi for instance, 
established in Delhi in 1976 under the wing 
of Lalit Kala Akademi. It was founded on 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru’s dream to secure 
the cultural identity of the nation. Here, 
artists usually leave behind a piece from their 
collection that is showcased at Garhi’s gallery 
itself. Then there is Kanoria Centre For Arts 

Residencies have been part of most vocations – and art is one of them. India has 
recognised its scope only recently, offering an optimistic platform for many
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